
BAYSHORE BANNER
I n  our  64th  year of serv i ng  t he  commun i ty

Board of Trustee Vacancy
The Board of Trustees has a vacancy for a
Board Trustee. If you are motivated and want
to make a difference in your community,
please forward a letter of intent and a resume
to office@bayshoregardens.org or feel free to
stop in the office and introduce yourself.

 

September 2021bayshoregardens.org

Calendar of Events
See Page 13 for the Full Calendar

POOL HOURS  WITH COVID-19
RESTRICTIONS 

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8 AM - 12 PM: 
NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY - MORNING LAP
SWIMMERS ONLY 
MONDAY - FRIDAY - 12 PM - 4 PM:  
SWIM AT YOUR OWN RISK (NO LIFEGUARD ON
DUTY, 17 AND UNDER MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY
AN ADULT)
MONDAY - FRIDAY - 4 PM - 7 PM:  
WITH LIFEGUARD ON DUTY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY - 12 PM - 7 PM: 
WITH LIFEGUARD ON DUTY 
*Please note pool hours are subject to change. The
lifeguards may close the pool at their discretion based on
the weather and number of people who attend. 

A current photo ID indicating your Bayshore
Gardens address. If not available a current deed or
lease must be provided
Valid boat insurance with $100,000 liability
minimum with Bayshore Gardens listed as an
additional insured
Current boat registration
Name & phone number of emergency contact
All parties on the registration must sign the
contract
Security deposits are required when contract is
signed – $250 for residents, $500 for non-
residents.

A current photo ID indicating your Bayshore
Gardens address. If not available a current deed or
lease must be provided
Valid insurance for the vehicle (s) that tow the boat
Valid boat, trailer and vehicle (s) registration cards

A current photo ID indicating your Bayshore
Gardens address. If not available a current deed or
lease must be provided
Valid insurance for the vehicle (s) that tow the boat
Valid trailer registration cards

A current photo ID indicating your Bayshore
Gardens address. If not available a current deed or
lease must be provided

REMINDER: OCTOBER 1, 2021
All payments & paper work for the Pool, Marina and
Launch Ramp should be completed by this date. 

Boat Slip Renters – please bring with you

Launch Ramp – For residents only

Trailer Storage – Residents and Non-Resident Slip
Holders

Pool – For residents only

Please check the website for extra office hours.



Bayshore Gardens Park &
Recreation District 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
Wednesday June 28, 2021 @ 7:00 PM

Preliminaries - Meeting was called to order at 7:01
p.m. by Chairman Morris Raymer. Roll call was taken,
and a quorum was established. The Pledge of
Allegiance was conducted.

Trustees Attending – Morris Raymer, Steve Watkins,
Barbara Greenberg, Melanie Woodruff, Terry
Zimmerly, Barbara Susdorf, Dan Rawlinson, and Belle
Baxter.
Also Attending - Gia Cruz, District Office Manager. 

Approval of Minutes - M. Raymer called for the
approval of the minutes for the Board of Trustees
meeting from June 23, 2021. D. Rawlinson made a
motion to accept, B. Baxter seconded. Motion
Passed Unanimously. M. Raymer called for
approval of the minutes from the July 14, 2021,
Trustees Work Session. D. Rawlinson made the
motion to accept, B. Susdorf seconded. Motion
Passed, Unanimously. M. Raymer announced the
addition of Brian Murphy to the Recreation
Committee.

Treasurer’s Report - T. Zimmerly presented the
monthly reports. B. Susdorf made a motion to
accept the treasurer’s report. M. Woodruff
seconded. Motion Passed, Unanimously. 

District Office Manager’s Report - Manatee County
Supervisor of Elections advised they need the hall for
a School Board Election November 2, 2021 which will
conflict with scheduled committee meetings. Let the
office know what changes are to be made. Easement
survey for Marina electrical is complete, Duncan will
be doing prep for FPL to do the hook-up. An
inspection will be required before Duncan can do
their part. Cedar Hammock Fire has requested to use
our pool and marina in August for their water
training. In addition, they wish to provide training for
our lifeguards on one day. A calendar was presented 
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with the dates. T. Zimmerly made a Motion to
accept the Cedar Hammock training as presented.  
S. Watkins seconded. Motion Passed,
Unanimously. The ice machine is requiring
extensive repairs due to its age. Recommended
two cleanings a year at a cost of $435.00 each time
or replace the upper portion of the machine for
$2936.00. This price includes installation. T.
Zimmerly made a motion to purchase a new ice
maker upper unit and include an added
sanitizer for a total cost of $3,300.00. B. Baxter
seconded. Motion Passed, Unanimously. Mauldin
& Jenkins (Audit) engagement letters were
provided for review by the board members. 12 - 4
pool swim at own risk no lifeguards provided. M.
Woodruff made a motion to adopt a pool
schedule effective Aug 9, 2021 of 8-12 for lap
swimming, 12-4 no lifeguards provided, swim at
your own risk and 4-7 lifeguards provided. B.
Baxter seconded. Motion Passed, Unanimously.
B. Baxter requested that a cost schedule for
Mauldin & Jenkins be included in the letter of
engagement. 

Recreation Committee - B. Baxter reported the
next committee meeting will be Tuesday August 3,
2021 at 8:00p.m. Thank you for adding Brian
Murphy to the Recreation Committee. The drop-in
Volleyball Night is continuing to progress. People
that are attending seem to be generally happy with
this activity. B. Baxter made a motion to let the
swim team exclusively use the pool for awards
ceremony August 14, 2021, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. and
an expenditure of $50.00 dollars for hotdogs. M.
Woodruff seconded. Motion passed with S.
Watkins voting no.  B. Baxter made a motion to
permit the Recreation Committee to host a
“Back to School Party” on August 6, 2021, 4 p.m.
to 7 p.m. approving an expenditure of $70.00
dollars for hotdogs, chips, and drinks. T.
Zimmerly seconded. Motion Passed,
Unanimously.

Continued on Page 3



Marina Committee - M. Raymer ask for motions to
be made for slip increases. T. Zimmerly made a
motion to increase slip fees for Non-residents to
$9.00 per foot per month. M. Woodruff seconded.
Motion Passed, Unanimously. Public comment
from (Jenny Smetters) was received against the
overall development and justification of the marina
increases. B. Baxter made a motion to increase
slip fees for Non-Resident Homeowners to $6.50
per foot per month. M. Woodruff seconded. Public
comments were received. Non-resident Homeowner
Mark Bertenthal objects to the Non-Resident
Homeowner designation and not being able to vote
for the district budget. Tung Nguyen objects to
losing his marina privileges due to being a Non-
Resident Homeowner. John Woodruff suggested
that the Board establish a date when the Non-
Resident Homeowner rate would cease to be
applied leaving only Resident or Non-Resident rates.
Motion Passed with B. Greenberg voting no. T.
Zimmerly made a motion to increase slip fees for
Residents to $4.00 per foot per month. M.
Woodruff seconded. Motion Passed,
Unanimously.

Policy and Procedures - The next Policy and
Procedures Committee meeting will be August 3,
2021 at 7p.m. M. Woodruff made a motion to
approve Marina Work Area Contract (1005 WAC)
T. Zimmerly seconded. Motion Passed,
Unanimously. M. Woodruff made a motion to
approve the Work Area Request Form (1005FR).
S. Watkins seconded. Motion Passed,
Unanimously. 

Personnel and Salaries - T. Zimmerly reported that
her committee finalized safety procedures for
employees and discussed time sheets. They also
requested that Board members submit jobs that are
currently being performed or should be being
performed by district personnel. Send lists to Gia. T.
Zimmerly made a motion to raise Randy’s pay
rate to $17.80 per hour a $0.30 per hour increase.
B. Baxter seconded. Discussion: 

Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes - Continued from Page 2
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D. Rawlinson suggested that pay raised should be
a function of the district office and not the Board.
Public Comment Adam Hange inquired about the
process/justification for determining employee
raises. T. Zimmerly responded that it was a
combination of Employee Annual Review, Cost of
living, and job performance level. Motion
Passed, Unanimously. T. Zimmerly made a
motion, based on his review, and cost of
living, to raise Austin’s pay rate to 14.80 per
hour a raise of $0.30 per hour. B. Susdorf
seconded. Motion Passed, Unanimously. B.
Susdorf made a motion to raise Phil’s payrate
to $16.25. T. Zimmerly seconded. Comment: Dan
Smith stated that the pay rates are quite
reasonable. Sharon Densen spoke in support
citing Phil’s job performance and reliability.
Motion Passed, Unanimously.

Additional Items - D. Rawlinson made a motion
to make the charge for a Pool Fob an annual
fee of $20.00. B. Baxter seconded. Comments-
Mary Lou Smith feels that the residents already
pay for use of the pool through the assessment.
Sharon Densen echoed this opinion. Suzanna
Young feels that a $10.00 annual fee would be
better. Adam Hange supports the charging of
fees for facility use to offset expenses since the
assessment does not cover the expenses. Tung
Nguyen feels that it is unfair not to charge for use
of some facilities and not others. Jenny Smetters
stated agreement with the need to charge for the
use of the facilities since the Board can not raise
the assessment to the appropriate level. Motion
Passed with M. Woodruff and S. Watkins voting
no. T. Zimmerly made a motion to increase the
Hall rental rate $100.00, to be effective
immediately. B. Susdorf seconded. Comments -
S. Watkins feels this is appropriate for Non-
Residents but not for Residents, Mary Lou Smith
feels that the Board has no authority to raise
funds outside of the assessment. Suzanna  Young

Continued on Page 4
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Young feels that the assessment should be raised
to realistic levels. B. Greenberg feels that the raise
for Non-Residents is fine but for Residents should
only be a token amount. Motion Passed with
Barbara Greenberg, S. Watkins, and B. Baxter
voting no.

S. Watkins expressed concern about not being
able to contact the Dockmaster. Both numbers
will be posted at the Marina. Adam Hange has
had no issues with communicating with the
Dockmasters. S. Watkins expressed concern with
the use of CommTow parking decals because
they were not approved by the Board of Trustees.
It was explained that these stickers had been
purchased at a cost of $0.15 each as opposed to
$3.00 each for the previous Bayshore Stickers.
The stickers have been in use since October 2020
and the numbers are in our system. Further
concern was voiced about advertising for an
outside interest. S. Watkins raised various issues
about the stickers and signs in the parking lots.
Consensus was that he should bring these items
to the House and Grounds Committee. B.
Greenberg made a motion for Board approval
to run a test with and without kids of two
items for the sprinkle garden. S. Watkins
seconded. Discussion ensued. T. Zimmerly noted
that if you let preschoolers run anywhere in the
pool area it will be unsafe and that this will create
mud. M. Woodruff echoed this opinion. Jeanette
Sparrow asked if B. Greenberg was going to be
present . 

every day to monitor these tests so that it will
not impact the lifeguard and attendant
duties. B. Greenberg said that she would be
present during the testing. Suzanna Young
asked to consider maybe an alternate site.
Jeanette Sparrow restated that it’s a bad idea.
Mary Lou Smith stated that toddlers would
not be unsupervised because of the parents
watching them. Motion Failed with S.
Watkins, B. Greenberg, and D. Rawlinson
voting yes and M. Woodruff, T. Zimmerly,
B. Susdorf, M. Raymer and B. Baxter voting
no. B. Greenberg questioned the Board’s
understanding of the districts insurance
policies. It was decided to form a committee
to review these and report to the Board. M.
Woodruff made a motion to form an
Insurance Information Committee. B.
Baxter seconded. Motion Passed,
Unanimously. 

M. Raymer recognized and thanked Simone
Peterson for her attendance at the meeting.
Dan Smith stated that we need to work
toward selling the voters on raising the
assessment. Gia announced the upcoming
schedule of the various committee meetings.

B. Susdorf made a motion for the meeting to
be adjourned. S. Watkins seconded. Meeting
adjourned at 9:25p.m.

Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes - Continued from Page 3

Bunco is Back!

We will meet at the Recreation Center at 7 pm  on the
3rd   Tuesday  of every month.
Looking forward to seeing all the players 



YOUR BAYSHORE GARDENS HOA IS HERE FOR YOU
$10.00 ANNUAL FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

Full Name(s): ________________________________________________________________  
Address: _______________________________________ Phone: _____________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________

Annual Membership Fees can be paid in person in the District Office.
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Bayshore Gardens H.O.A.

Your Bayshore Gardens Homeowners Association has
been working to bring neighbors together in our effort to
make Bayshore Gardens a strong community. We had
plans for several functions to close out 2021 after the
corona virus hit us over a year ago and things started to
look better – BUT it did not get better when the delta
virus hit us again. Right now we have decided to CANCEL
all plans, with the hope we can go on a month to month
plan as thing, hopefully, improve. So many have decided
not to be vaccinated and many also refuse to wear masks
that we feel canceling group functions is the only safe way
to proceed

Our Homeowners Association does not have rules and
restrictions and high monthly-required charges that many
other communities have. Our residents can choose to pay
only $10.00 a year for their families to enjoy our activities.
Right now, out of almost 1400 home we have a
membership of 28 families which is very disappointing!!
When you have a neighborhood situation, we can get hep
from Manatee County for many of the problems that can
arise. We work with the Bayshore Gardens Park and
Recreation District that provides the 14 acres of
recreation including our junior Olympic pool, recreation
center, marina , ball field, launch ramp and picnic area.
Together we have so much more than all the other
communities around. Please check the Bayshore Gardens
website for last minute notices of activities we feel we can
safely offer. 

Questions – please call HOA President Dan at 755-9388 or
HOA VP Joyce at 756-9255



Jam Sessions

The Jam Session meets on the 1st and 3rd
Monday from 7pm to 9pm in the Recreation
Hall. All are welcome to join or just come
and be a part of the peanut gallery. We have
10 to 12 members at all times. 

Visit bayshoregardens.org for more
community information, the district calendar
and the Board of Trustee Meeting Minutes.  
621 people visited the website last month
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Volleyball popularity is growing. New folks are
joining every week. The equipment is available
by 4PM, but most players arrive after 5. If you
enjoy late afternoon activity check out the ball
field on Thursday afternoons.

Softball – There have been requests from
residents to put together a softball group. The
committee would welcome someone to organize
this group. We will make every effort to provide
you with the equipment.

Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month
at 8 PM in the recreation center. 

Belle Baxter

From The Recreation Committee

Tampa Bay Buccaneers vs 
New England Patriots 
Sunday Oct. 3, 8:20 PM

Watch Tom Brady play against his old team in
his old home town on the big screen TVs in
the recreation center.

Bring your own snacks & beverages and
maybe a comfortable chair. The doors will be
open at 7:30 for pre-game conversation.

Sponsored by the Sports Fans Club
Masks may be required.

Game Night  will be held in the Recreation
Hall on the 2nd Monday of the month from
7 pm to 9 pm. Contact Rose Woodruff at
941-753-0313 for more information



From the Code Enforcement Guide
Continuing series in the Citizen’s Code Enforcement Guide.  This month, Agricultural Animals. Up to
four hens (female) are allowed in residential areas throughout Manatee County. Roosters are not
allowed. Hens must be kept in a chicken coop or poultry house which measures at least four-square
feet per hen, in other words, if you have four hens, the enclosure must measure 16 square feet. Other
farm animals such as cows, horses and goats are not allowed in residential areas.

Interestingly this information was not found on the County web site. It is however in the Citizen’s Code
Enforcement Guide available in the office while supplies last.

JP King
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NOTICE OF MEETINGS FOR 2021
 

2021 Meeting Dates for Bayshore Gardens Park & Recreation District
 All meetings are held in the Bayshore Gardens Recreation hall
located at 6919 26th Street W., Bradenton, FL 34207 at 7 p.m.

Any individuals needing more information or special accommodations
to attend a meeting, may call the District Office at (941) 755-1912

Committee
September 7 & 8
October 5 & 6
November 2 & 3
December 1

Work Session
September 15
October 13
November 10
December 8

Board of Trustees
September 29
October 27
November 17
December 15



Woodchoppers Club
 
Our next scheduled Meeting is October 9th at
10:00 in the Shop. We hope to see you there.

Members should call an Officer if they have
problems working any equipment. Instruction
on a piece of equipment can be set by
appointment. Officers’ phone numbers are on
the front window.

Memberships for adult Bayshore Gardens
District Residents will be available at the
Recreation Center Office during regular
business hours. Dues are still only $20 and
expiring in January 2022. Read the By Laws.

Shop users are required to Sign-in at the door
and Clean up after using the Shop. If there is
any problem with a tool, please notify an
officer and leave a note/tag on the tool. Tags
are in the metal cabinet along the north wall.
Club Officers' phone numbers are listed on the
front window. Use safety equipment when
using any power tool.

Our next scheduled meeting is October 9th in
the Shop. Please mark your calendar. Mark
your calendars

Have a safe and productive summer.

Gwen Norris

September:  Did You Know?

There are more pop and classic songs with
“September” in the title than any other month.

We all know that Labor Day is in September,
but did you know that September also has a
few little known holidays? Among these are
National Grandparent Day, National Cheese
Pizza Day, and National Drink-a-Beer Day.

Neighborhood Watch
Planned events for the rest of 2021 include:
· Halloween – trunk or treat & bon fire
· Thanksgiving – Dinner with all the trimmings $6.00 for
members, $10 for guests
· Christmas – Decorate the recreation center tree and
enjoy music of the season

Become a member for 2022, only $10.00 per year

Call Dan to join or assist with an event – 941-755-9388.
If you don’t call, it can’t happen.

Remember – if you see something, say something. If
an emergency call 911, otherwise the Sheriff’s office
can be reached at 941-747-3011

Dan Rawlinson

It’s a Beautiful Thing
The Delta Variant of Covid 19 has proven to be as
deadly & communicable as predicted. Lots more
people are getting sick this time around. Remember to
wear your masks and practice social distancing.

There is still a vacancy on the Board of Trustees. In
addition there will be an election in December for four
seats. There will be more information in next month’s
Banner or you can call the Supervisor of Elections
office for more information – 941-741-3823.

Bayshore Gardens’ First Annual Garage Sale is in the
planning stage. The group is looking for 100 homes to
participate in the sale targeted for the first weekend in
November. They will take care of all the publicity, but if
you’re interested call Dan at 941-755-9388. If you don’t
call, it can’t happen. This event can be fun and
profitable and can include social distancing. 

It’s a beautiful thing.
Dan Rawlinson
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Stormwater is not sexy, but….

If you asked a south county resident to tell you the
one thing they want their local government to
focus on this year, my bet is you’ll hear, “flooding”.

Take Trailer Estates - an old-Florida neighborhood
on beautiful Sarasota Bay, and built in the 1950’s
when stormwater management wasn’t really a
thing. Listening to the flooding woes from these
residents was a tough one, as there simply aren’t
many options. Each lot has a tiny drainage swale
in the backyard, and over the years residents had
either planted or paved over these areas. Despite
the challenges, our engineers got to work and
started with inlet improvements along roadways.
The ditch behind the nearby shopping center will
be cleaned out by the end of September, and we
are planning to enlarge and add drainage pipes,
where we can . There is a 1-2 year plan in motion
to improve drainage along Florida Blvd. and this
should help the park too.

Bowles Creek and the Pearce Drain are main
drains in our area and the County and SWFWMD
have been studying them, which is leading to a
recipe for relief. 

We have already learned that the Sarabay Golf &
Country Club installed a mechanism decades ago
to “dam up” the water flow so that it could be used
for irrigating the golf course. The county, together
with the property owner, is in the process of
designing and permitting reclaimed water to
connect the course to an alternative source and
free-up the flow. Construction on this will start
next year. 

Also in the queue is the installation of a drainage
pipeline from 9th Avenue East to the Pittsburg
Drain, just south of 57th Ave E. This project will
divert some runoff from the overburdened 9th
Street drainage system, and again should help the
whole area.

Lake Brenden, located north of Magellan Drive
between Connecticut Ave and Sabina Road was
recently dredged to create more area for capturing
runoff. Oh, and I can’t believe the stories of people
swimming in this “lake” 50-years ago! Please - don’t
do that today.

But when I think of major flooding, I remember
Shadybrook and Centre Lake and am proud of the
strong focus that we have given to these areas.
Shadybrook residents have taken responsibilities
into their own hands by contacting US
Congressman Vern Buchanan and suggesting
changes to the FEMA rules to allow residents to be
more proactive in protecting their homes. As a
condominium, they have pooled their money to
purchase flood mitigation equipment. Talk about
taking personal responsibility!

Before I was elected, I remember the 2017 storm
that sent water into some of the homes in Centre
Lake. They were hit hard because their subdivision
 
Continued on Page 11

MANATEE MATTERS WITH COMMISSIONER MISTY SERVIA
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CRITICAL CONNECTIONS

Animal Services 742-5933
Wildlife Rescue 778-6324
Humane Society 747-8808
B. G. Neighborhood Watch 755-9388
B. G. HOA 755-9388
Building Permits 749-3078
Child Protective Services (CPS) 345-1200
Citizens Action Center 747-4357
Code Enforcement 748-2071
Nuisance Abatement 737-2356
Coast Guard 794-1261
Coast Guard Auxiliary 794-1607
County Commissioners 748-4501
Dist. 4, Misty Servia 745-3713
County Agric. Extension Office 722-4524
County Health Dept. 748-0747
County Neighborhood Services 749-3029
County Planning Dept. 749-3070
County Zoning Ordinances 749-3070
Crime Tip Hotline 747-2677
Elder Help Line 800-963-5337
Library, South County 755-3892
Meals on Wheels PLUS 747-4655
SHERIFFS DEPT. 747-3011
Marine Patrol 747-3011
State College of Florida 752-5000
Transportation/MCAT 749-7116
YMCA 782-0270

MANATEE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS
Field Operations Call Center 941-708-7497
For Water & Sewer: 941-792-8811 x4999

Submit a request from your Smartphone or
Android device “MyManatee Mobile” available
in App Store or Google Play

Bayshore Gardens Park & Recreation District
Board of Trustees & Staff

 

Vacancy
Seat01@BayshoreGardens.org 

Steve Watkins
Seat02@BayshoreGardens.org 

Belle Baxter, Recreation Committee
Seat03@BayshoreGardens.org 

Morris Raymer, Chairman, House and Marina Committees
Seat04@BayshoreGardens.org 

Dan Rawlinson, 1st Vice Chair and Communication
(Web/Banner) Committee
Seat05@BayshoreGardens.org 

Melanie Woodruff, Policy and Procedure Committee
Seat06@BayshoreGardens.org 

Terry Zimmerly, Treasurer, Long Term Planning, Personnel &
Salaries and Finance Committees
Seat07@BayshoreGardens.org 

Barbara Susdorf, 2nd Vice Chair and Grounds Committee
Seat08@BayshoreGardens.org 

Barbara Greenberg, Charter Committee
Seat09@BayshoreGardens.org

Dock Master – Jose Alicea cell 941-253-8109

Banner: Kim Wind, webdesign@windstyles.com
Banner Coordinator: Belle Baxter, bsgbot09abb@gmail.com

Interim District Office Manager – Gia Cruz 
Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 8 am-4pm
Telephone: 941-755-1912. FAX: 941-739-3515
Email: office@bayshoregardens.org
Website: www.bayshoregardens.org

The Bayshore Banner



HELP WANTED
Help, Help, Help Wanted: Anyone to pull
weeds and yard work. Starting at $10/hour or
by the job. Call Dan at (941) 755-9388

HELP WANTED
Office Assistant for Bayshore Gardens Park &
Recreation District. Part time10-15 hours per
week. Starting pay is $14 per hour. Send
resume to office@BayshoreGardens.org.

WANTED
Pet Sitting and Walking – BG resident will
watch your pet when you travel or walk your
dog on those long days when you can’t get
home to do it yourself. Large fenced yard for
play time. For more info call Judy 941-704-
4577

FOR SALE
1990 Cadillac Allante Convertible - In great
condition, 99,999 miles. $1,200 OBO. Contact
Dan 941-755-9388

BOATS FOR SALE
Bristol 29.9 Herreschoff-designed. Perfect for
the Bay and Gulf sailing – draft is 3.5, or drop
the centerboard for a full 7’. Powered by a
Yanmar 2GM20. New Doyle sails in 2018, new
head sail furler in 2017. Boat used lightly
since then. Needs TLC that I can no longer
give her. Asking $12,500. Contact – 941-666-
8784

CLASSIFIED ADS: 

Personal classified ads free to
residents. Business classifieds are $5
per month to residents. Classified ads
to non-residents are $10 per month.
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was built in the 1980’s when FEMA rules were different.
The problems were compounded by the limited
maintenance on stormwater facilities during the Great
Recession. I remember those times - hundreds of
county staff laid off and our revenues - tied heavily to
property taxes - well, were in the toilet. Today these
facilities are maintained as carefully as a collector does
an antique Ferrari, but there is still more work to do.

Studying the Gap Creek is next, which runs through
many neighborhoods, including Manatee Oaks. Gap
Creek is a tributary of the Pearce Drain, so we will soon
have some good base-data with completion of the
Pearce study, expected at the end of 2021. While this
work was focused on flood relief in Centre Lakes, it will
provide a foundation of information to understand the
flooding issues in Manatee Oaks too. 
 
We will kick-off this study soon, and while it is not a
quick fix, we have developed short-term and mid-term
plans to support the neighborhoods during this time.

Oh, and I would be remiss if I didn’t mention that our
Summer interns have mapped our older stormwater
systems, including the quality of each of the facilities.
This information is golden when trying to understand
the big picture of the basins.

Stormwater management is not something that most
people even consider, until their property is flooding.
It’s one of the many things that your county
government manages with your tax dollars. It’s easy to
celebrate the new parks and sidewalks - the things that
we can see. Just know that there is a lot of work being
done that you don’t see too that protects our quality of
life here in Manatee County.

Misty Servia is a Manatee County Commissioner who
represents District 4 and also a certified land planner. You
can reach her via email at misty.servia@mymanatee.org

MANATEE MATTERS Continued from Page 9
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September 2021 Tide Table


